
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Count Franz von Harrach rode on the running board of the royal car serving as 

a bodyguard for the Archduke. 

"As the car quickly reversed, a thin stream of blood spurted from His 

Highness's mouth onto my right check. As I was pulling out my handkerchief to 

wipe the blood away from his mouth, the Duchess cried out to him, 'In 

Heaven's name, what has happened to you?' At that she slid off the seat and 

lay on the floor of the car, with her face between his knees.  

I had no idea that she too was hit and thought she had simply fainted with 

fright. Then I heard His Imperial Highness say, 'Sopherl, Sopherl, don't die. 

Stay alive for the children!' 

 



 

 

 

This excerpt from an eyewitness account by a fellow conspirator in the assassination plot 
How dared Franz Ferdinand, not only the representative of the oppressor but in his own 
person an arrogant tyrant, enter Sarajevo on that day? 
Then came the matter of arranging it. . . . But here Gavrilo Princip intervened. Princip is 
destined to go down in Serbian history as one of her greatest heroes. . . . 
When Franz Ferdinand and his retinue . . . passed Gabrinovic . . . he threw his grenade. It 
hit the side of the car, but Franz Ferdinand with presence of mind threw himself back and 
was uninjured. 
As the car came abreast he stepped forward from the curb, drew his automatic pistol 
from his coat and fired two shots. The first struck the wife of the archduke, the 
Archduchess Sofia, in the abdomen. She was an expectant mother. She died instantly. 
The second bullet struck the archduke close to the heart. 



 

 

 

 

Gavrilo Princip 



 



 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand was born on December 18, 1863, in Graz, Austria. In 
1900, Ferdinand gave up his children's rights to the throne in order to marry a lady-in-
waiting. While in power, he attempted to restore Austro-Russian relations while 
maintaining an alliance with Germany. In 1914, a Serb nationalist assassinated him. 

 

Austria-Hungary was a polyglot empire of different ethnic groups at odds with each other 
over religion and politics, and united to a flag that wasn't theirs. The only thing the 
divergent ethnic people hated more than each other was Hapsburgs. Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand's public persona was cold, sharped-tongued and short-tempered. He was also 
rumoured to be insane due to the inbreeding of the Hapsburg family. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

JULY 28th 1914 AUSTRIA-HUNGARY DECLARES WAR ON SERBIA, RUSSIA 
MOBILIZES 

AUGUST 1st 1914 GERMANY DELCARES WAR ON RUSSIA 

AUGUST 3rd 1914 GERMANY DECLARES WAR ON FRANCE 

AUGUST 4th 1914 BRITAIN DECLARES WAR ON GERMANY 

AUGUST 6th 1914 AUSTRIA- HUNGARY DECLARES WAR ON RUSSIA AND SERBIA 
DECLARES WAR ON GERMANY 

AUGUST 11th 1914 FRANCE DECLARES WAR ON AUSTRIA-HUNGARY 

AUGUST 12th 1914 BRITAIN DECLARES WAR ON AUSTRIA HUNGARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


